
MAKING 
PROGRESS NOT YET

Increasing access to high quality preschool 

'Jnancially sustainable community preschool access

"DDFTT�UP�IJHI�quality year-round early childhood learning�
UIBU�JODMVEFT�B�GPDVT�PO�TPDJBM�FNPUJPOBM�TLJMM�EFWFMPQNFOU

Being a recognized and trusted referral resource

&RVJQQJOH�DIJMESFO�BOE�GBNJMJFT�GPS�B�CFUUFS�USBOTJUJPO�UP�
LJOEFSHBSUFO�CZ�CSJEHJOH pre-K environments and area schools�
1SPGFTTJPOBM�MFBSOJOH�GPS�FBSMZ�DIJMEIPPE�FEVDBUPST�UP�FMFWBUF�
BOE�sustain RVBMJUZ�JO�childcare and preschool

DOING WELLEDUCATION

NOTES:

Kindergarten readiness is a powerful predictor of future success. When children 
enter kindergarten ready to learn, 2% master basic skills by age 11, compared  
to 4 % for children who aren t ready. Children with access to high�quality early 
learning e periences make cognitive and social gains ���benefits that last a lifetime. 

Impact is greatest where people, place, and potential intersect with core strategies. 
In 2019, Ready for School s strategic focus linking literacy and health through  
trusted healthcare providers garnered national recognition by making us the Reach 
Out and Read West Michigan Affiliate. his is a win earned by our community

KINDERGARTEN READINESS 
PROGRESS REPORT

ogether we are testing solutions that accelerate progress  Advancing evidence 
based early care and learning initiatives across home, community, and school.
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4USBUFgies for reinforcing and sustaining readiness gains 

&MFWating world class talent in early childhood education 

MAKING 
PROGRESS NOT YET

-ocal data guidJOH PVS�XPSL�to areas of greatest need

*Nproving access to IJHI�quality early learning 
opportunities for all children 

Catalyzing new gap filling programs 

-JOLJOH�MJUFSBDZ�BOE�IFBMUI�UISPVHI�USVTUFE�IFBMUIDBSF�QSPWJEFST

Community-wide focus on early literacy, social-
emotional readiness & the transition to kindergarten  

Building an equity framework for community readiness 

DOING WELLCOMMUNITY IMPACT

NOTES:

Raising community-level awareness of the value of 
investing in early childhood 

MAKING 
PROGRESS NOT YET

Leveraging systems and building partnerships that model 
smart use of resources  

"lignJOH with community partners PO innovative solutions

6TJOH research�UP�FTUBCMJTI�BOE�JNQMFNFOU�best practices�GPS�
sustainBCMF�increase in DPNNVOJUZ�MFWFM�school readiness

Public/private partnerships that promote equity, integrate 
efforts and engage across sectors

DOING WELLCOLLABORATION

NOTES:
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Holland, Zeeland and Hamilton

Donna Lowry, M 

PRESIDENT/CEO COMMENTS:

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SUPPORTERS!

Collaboration is at the core of our work to prepare children for success in school and 
transform futures through the power of innovation. We thank the individual donors, 
foundations, corporations and organizations that supported Ready for School’s work in 201�.

Last fall the class of 2033 started school prepared to succeed 
because of this community’s decision to invest in them before they 
were even born. In 2019, 70% of our incoming kindergarten students 
met the benchmark criteria for readiness���up from 43% in 2009.  

he change in tra ectory from 2009 equates to 4,000 more children 
equipped to reali e their full potential.. It didn t happen by accident.

Strategies outlined in this report were devised in 2017 guided by local data 
revealing trends, gaps, and greatest need for our intervention. he story in 2019 
is that informed action delivers readiness gains. We celebrate 70% knowing the 
hard work there is ahead of us to reach the ne t 30%. 
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201� SOURCES OF FUNDING
��% Foundations�

24% Corporations

��% Individuals�
�% In-Kind

201� EXPENDITURES
��% Programs & Services�

1�% Management & General�

7% Fundraising 

$���,���

����
Long term success requires alignment between municipalities, education, healthcare, and 
business to build child infrastructure. Ready for School calls it KIDfrastructure.��
Commitment from donors, partners, and champions who see the I  potential in all 
small children is transforming children s lives and the future we share. hank you
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